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engines for excavation which in the end expedited the com-
pletion of the waterway.

The result of this ignorant British opposition was that the
finance of the great enterprise was chiefly provided in France,
and, when the canal was first opened in 1869, it was considered,
as in fact it was, a triumph of French sagacity and foresight
over the obstructionist jealousy of England. This view was
accompanied also by natural jubilation at the consequent
increase of French influence in Egypt itself. Count Ferdinand
de Lesseps, therefore, became a great French hero who, by
his capacity, persistence and diplomacy, had not only gained
glory for France and extended her power, but had also fur-
nished his countrymen with an excellent investment for their
savings, on which British commerce was paying the interest.
Has popularity in France was well earned and unbounded.
The work of de Lesseps was, in fact, regarded as the one great
and indisputable success of the French Empire. Anything
which he took in hand thereafter was certain to prove of great
value to the country and an assured benefit to those who
followed his financial lead. He was also a lucky man. He
and his set had won against heavy odds.

It is true the cost of the Suez Canal had been more than
double his original estimate, even up to the time when it was
first opened, and many millions sterling had been expended
since; it was likewise the fact that his great idea had taken
fully ten years to realise in the shape of a completed enterprise.
But this was the larger tribute to his foresight and power of
overcoming obstacles due either to natural causes or to the
malignity of enemies. Thus Ferdinand de Lesseps, ten years
after the Suez Canal had been made available for shipping
between the Mediterranean and the Bed Sea, held an un-
equalled position in tbe^yes of French engineers, French
bankers and, what was moft important, French investors.

Early in the year 1879 M. de Lesseps, following the course
adopted by him in the case oi the isthmus of Suez, called a
Congress of the nations to consider the entire project of a
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